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State School 208
Hare Street, Echuca.

The Minister of Public Instruction, the Hon. Angus Mackay, part owner of the Riverine Herald,
opened the first part of the building on 21 October 1874. The building was found to be inadequate

so in 1877 the school was enlarged to cater for 632 pupils despite having 1339 enrolled. C.W.
Hartshorn, principal held the position from 1870-1890. In 1890 fire destroyed most of the High
Street frontage. It was partially rebuilt but major reconstruction was not carried out until 1915. 
The last classes were held in March 1995, before the school relocated to a new building in High

Street.



Editors Notes...
Welcome to the Spring edition of the Echuca Historical Society newsletter.

It’s hard to believe that we are almost at years end. Our calendars are printed and available
for sale. We have had two new air conditioners installed thanks to funding from the Federal
Government’s stronger communities grant. We are currently safeguarding the photographic
record of the Murray Bombers football club, while Vic Park undergoes its renovation and on
top of all of that we still continue to open 7 days a week while indexing and research carries

on in the research centre. Not bad for a small historical society.
Please keep an eye out for Bev’s Southern 80 ski race exhibition to start in November

Occasionally while scouring the newspapers for information I will come across
strange or interesting items and articles  published in the Riverine Herald.  These are

just some of them...

Article from the Riv 
dated 1894

Article from the Riv 
dated 1888



Where Echuca Began- Geoff Waters



Where Echuca Began- Geoff Waters



Saturday 22nd November

Echuca Historical Society
Christmas Party

12 noon

at

Moama R.S.L. Club
Fromelles room



EHS 2026 Calendars

Our Calendars are HERE! Get them before they are all gone.
A huge thank you to our sponsors below.



Around the Traps
We are looking for volunteers to help out with our

displays and exhibitions. If this sounds interesting to
you, or you'd like more information, please reach out.

Our textile displays are approaching change over time,
so here is your opportunity to get up close and personal

with some of our exceptional artefacts. 
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Calendar 2025

Coming General Meetings:
13 Nov
11 Dec

No Meeting Jan
Start 5pm @ Research Centre

Executive Meetings:
5 Nov
3 Dec

No Meeting Jan
Start 430pm @ Research Centre

WANTED
Have an idea for an article or a photo you would

like to see published in the newsletter? Put pen to
paper or have a hunt through those personal

archives and see what you can find. 
All related content welcome. 

Please drop the president a line at
eh.soc@bigpond.com or mawilson85@gmail.com

Find us on facebook

https://www.facebook.com/EchucaHistoricalSociety/

